
ZHS COVID-19 Collection 
Suggestions to Guide Your Writing 

 
 

All forms of your documentation are welcome to preserve this unique time in 

our history. Some examples include writings in journal form, audio recording,  

completed answers to the below set of questions, or a combination of these 

methods.  Please include your name, address, phone number, and email 

address. 

Some suggested hints and specific questions to document personal impacts 

and reactions to the changing world: 

Employment  Changes 

- How was your job affected – work from home? furloughed? lost 

your job?  

- If you are an essential worker, describe what it was like?  

- If you are a medical professional – describe the conditions such 

as equipment shortages? treating patients?  

Children’s schooling (including college)  

- How did your children react to online setting?  

- How did you and your family cope with changes in their 

schedule? Extracurricular activities cancelled? Graduations and 

milestones interrupted? 

Feelings and reactions to the global and local situation 

- What was your initial reaction when the news broke about the 

pandemic?  Did it change over time?  

- Have you ever experienced anything like this pandemic? If so, 

describe.  

- Struggles during the pandemic, whether material or emotional?  

Routine Changes 

- What changes occurred in your daily routine - such as grocery 

shopping? Did you experience any food shortages?   

- Any major family events canceled/postponed – such as 

wedding?  



- What activities (board games, video games, puzzles, home 

projects, other) did you do to pass the time at home?  

- How did you keep in contact with family members and friends? 

Health and Illness 

- Did you or anyone you know contract COVID-19?  Details? 

- Did you or anyone you know have other health issues to deal 

with during this time? How was the experience altered because 

of the focus on providing COVID-19 treatment? 

Moving Forward 

- What is your plan and hope for moving forward? 

- Has this experience brought about major changes in your life 

plan?  Explain.  

(McHenry County Historical Society and Museum, Union, IL and  

Wisconsin Historical Society, Madison, WI) 

By submitting your response(s), please note that you are granting the Zelienople 

Historical Society permission to use this information for public purposes such as 

future exhibits, publications, research, educational presentations, or promotional 

use.  

 

 

 


